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Dear Baxthi1

We sent t
copy of our de
Palestine, No.
a copy of thE
Thyateira on
Patriarchate
enclose
received
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o you
spatc
404

e lette
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of the 12th September, encl
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bject of the Palestine Orth

a copy of the savingram which we
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2, 3 and 4
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have
eply.

a
for
osing

odox

any views which
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avingram.

you concur?

Yours sincerely,
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From the Officer' Administering the Gohverniment of Palestine.

To the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
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Your secret Le stc .f-of tfl~o 12th ac t
t Laas>iit i1 aco0.}y oif a Ietter frogsi the :c hfti::ho of1
Thyateira Con1ccr. iin ; t Ie;.rthc~dox atriarchute .:" . 1::ac~

o.: - of 9,.i.

2. The posit in i c~; that nfgot iat ions have been in

p .o:re for soy e tiace past,, conducted by the Di sti'lict
Cii. Ass Toner, - erLsaleiu iistvict, between the Or'thodox

:ja~y comnt:ipity and~ the 4 jthodox : triarchit e oft JeruBsaLcrl
in a -,Iattempt to reconicile U.e two pair ties un(L secuire UC

cooperation between the~rcas would ena~ble the or inance or
a :io'ification of it to be pu,-t into effective ope.it::tion.

3. Ini the course 0i' these negotiations which have dreadyi
been xmccssI il in wc:rrowing the divergence of views betw eh

the two parties to a considerable extent the question of a

rf:org Iisat ion of the :--,ixed UoLncfl 1has proved toube oneG 0i'the
1,1ost difficult pro'tI~s. One suggestion J lch was .au~e at

a mreetirng held by the District Coa:iissiufl er with the U i tittec~

of thle . .oly ynod on the 16th VIAyGL,1 9L , ~ (and jhich.3.ht..s £iO

doubt givers rise to the ill for Tied protest in the jkuchbi shop.

of Thyteira s letter) am asthat the :Axed ounici i shouldcibe

reconstituted to give an eccelesiastic .m-ijofity oveI the 1lay

representation of two to one - (as r4opscoed to the constj tut jof

provided for in the exis tin:: Ordinan~c which gives the. lay

represientationl a Aasority of two over the ecclesiat iCal

2 iibers incL: ding L.hu j utviach) - a dI that in .he event of.

this being:. accepted, all the rsop "i5 0y he a:alc.t
- O LLs 't( ea . of o nly t o ,,; v est ed i ii th e V_ t " . c. i - . :.o iC~Il

wea not acceptable to the ioly . ynou a.iOw sbt CQ±C)J?(S iU

.1he discuss d2xo h~ave. Lt" c r~ocee(4ed alo othc .' l ilk.2

4" he..e is nao Oasis whatever for ti -cd~'O
i' WSi 1 tADwc atrivt-c L to 4laS pr..e e flLcCL ,ith a '.c ei

LL(T1CaW.t o tic~ ~'dirjflc (Vhiha n.of Co n~: rot yet bee a

bro' . it into Q~a~ol or that a t1,ic-Ji:ii ;s 'ore' c'i

for the, separation of a definitive d-aft.

5." The 1', chbihop'5: iet-,el ec tes to ijf_ .tIrUc tethe

fear' of cevt in reactionary e 4 jients within the Orthodox

' triarc i to of Jer. a1.::;of any pos'ibV encroach1e xt on

or infri.'.e ant of t Pei~fe ::t qosed r"xight s, and. the tQi nabiiit..

C;P'P. 231-54-

" a 1 ru,

4tiJYTtf rF

to ,. )..i u~t e a t.iO 1 hJere of ci'elU.Ly con e .i.s ,
exchalhe of views wh1Ill. is Characterized th IdiL lu Ch I
have takenfl .L~ce uetweerii ls tbe uituuie tt e -atrji vc the

1&je4be &s of "the 'uO-tL. ttee of7 th- 'HolYyiot L .'Sf-.
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N o . ........ ...... ..... . 5 .... ................

( 22"7/, 4/47

His Majesty's Ambassador presents his compliments to
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
and has the honour to transmit herewith copies of the under-
mentioned paper.

BRITISH EMBASSY,

CAIRO.

. .............. d...A. .,....19.17.- F
t

7Q

Reference to previous communicatep:
C

Description of Enclosure.

NameDate etc
Subject.

Extrect from
"L Bourse
Egyptienne" of
24th June, 1947.

Greek Orthodox
Church.

Also sent to: Holy 3ee nd Jerusa1em.

(21106) Wt.8573/807 5,000 4/42 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685

7

Name, Date, etc.
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JERUSALEM SOUS LE CONTROLE
DU SAINTSIEGE?

Le bureau de presse du pa-
triarcat grec-orthodoxe d'Alexan-
drie communique ce qui suit

"Selon une depeche de l'Asso-
ciated Press date du 21 juin et
provenant de la Cite du Vatican,
Mgr. Enrico Pucci du service de
l'information du Vatican, com-
menta les informations de Lon-
dres suggerant la possibility de
placer Jerusalem sous le control
du St.-Siege. II declara que le
Vatican ne ferait jamais le pre-
mier pas dans une telle direction
mais que plutot il intensifierait
son action diplomatique dans le
Moyen-Orient comme ce fut le
cas au Liban et tout derniere.
ment en Egypte et en Grece

"En 1945, le R.P. Guilio Jua-
lella, superieur des missions ca-
tholiques en Palestine, avait sou-
mis au nom de 'Ordre des Fran-
ciscains, un memorandum sur
jes lieux saints. Apres avoir ex-
pose les points en litige de. la
question palestinienne, il optait
pour une resolution de la ques-
lion par le St.-Siege, connu in-

ternationalement pour son in-
partialite chrdtienne.

"S.B. le Patriarche Christopho-
ros II qui fut et qui est membre
de la confraternite du St.-S pul-
cre, avait alors attire l'attention
de 1'Eglise de Jerusalem sur ce
memorandum.

"Le bureau de presse du pa.
triarc. at grec-orthodoxe est done
autorise a faire savoir que. vu
les tries mauvais services rendus
a 1'Orthodoxie grecque en Orient
depuis des siecles par l'action
unilaterale diplomatique et poi-
tique du Vatican, action protegee
par les grandes puissances ca-
tholiques d'antan, les Grecs-Or-
thodoxes en Orient souhaitent et
lemandent categoriquement que

Jerusalem soit place sous It,
seule tutelle politique de l'Angi :.
terre ou sous la protection col..
lective des trois allies victorieux"
- (APP)..
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His Majesty's Ambassador presents his compliments to
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
and has the honour to transmit herewith copi s of the under-
mentioned paper.

BRITISH EMBASSY,I

CAIRO.w.

Reference to previous communication:

11 - 7
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Ife Progres Egy tien : 21st Novemrber, l947

I CR'tANTE DECI..ARTION DE S.B.D.
CHR ISTCPiOROS II

Chb.ef L Lli0se OrthmC'oxe D' Al ex ndrie

SUR LA UTI.TN PALESTINIENNE

Alex ndri
le questi

ddelerfiti
P 6tri. r t

e, vieit de f'ire
on Jestinienne.
on1, Le fOusI co.mm

t Cec-Crthodoxe

"Fn notre
Alex ndri
& d&eidd
P-lestine

cuie l'6vr
seront l'.

, ,lau'

qur 1ite

C1ef de l'Elise O

une im)oortsnte cdoc
Voici le texte de

union' ae le Burheru die
dl'Alexr .ndari e:

dce Chef de l'Eglise_
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Minutes. i.

The Greek Ambassador called on December 9th
and left with me an aide mernoire regarding the
desire of the Greek Government that in view of
the situation which was developing in Palestine,
the Palestine Government should be asked to press
on urgently with prcmulgation of the Crdinances
of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate in Jerusalem.

I told the Ambassador that I wavs not
conversant with the matter but I undrtook to see
that it was referred urgently to the Colonial
Cff ice.

.. ' . Garran.

2 th December, 1947.
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In view of the pedi'rn preparation b.; the Ur;Ited
atio nso special reeime f'r Jerusalen, tV: final
pr::al an:1 pr'oimlation of the ordinance of the

Ireek rthodox Patrarchate h&Ls ecie o matter .

nxtreme u .reencl1e.

The RToyal HEellenic Goverment l

.1thr d~lyonti nut:donnld
t r

laniferously protected in n'ront o the
Srhcl i :in r.cater w in ei rsti nIe.

1 oer'ment} I'' iews" f and. that
the..j- neces(ary ,steps in0'':' orer to

£ r al ition of the ord.innrce.

th t any
leave' the

ion rP ~
situati1

esrnestly hopQ ha
rit c':.he ritish

tk.accelerate the

LondIon, Bn *Y. ) 3er, 947.
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Mr Trafford
Colonial

Smith
Office

Front: r Burrows
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1' C'
FOR 'IGi OFFICE,

10th iNovember

The Greek Ambassador called on the

9th December and e an al e mnem oire

asking

should

that the Goveri'>mnent of

be request ed to press

Pia lestI ne

on urgently

with the promulgation of the ordinances

of the Greek Orthodox

Jerusalem

2. The Ambassador was

Patriarchate in

told that we

were not conversant with this question

but that it -'ould be referred urgently

to the Colonial Officesd I now enclose

herein a copy of

me-fr-ede-trtuat b-

1frc/h

the Greek aide meroire
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10h Decembr, 1947.

* N

TheQ ro 'ambas ador called on the 9h
Deembei' a lfo&'1tith Garran ana1id memaoire

as. i ng a t e Government of' Palesitn ' should
be r -que to press on urgently wt i the
p oulg ion o4 4he ordnatuce$ of thne Greek

Orthodox t1irchte in Je ruilem, i view of
prosea'1 d lyen~ts in Palcatin.

2. 1 The AiIiebasdor was ,ol that o w.ere n4ot
cnv1t' ot i L.Z vi+tC &t Ls quoJin1' bu^, :he o 1 wouldd

e refoee urg 2ly ;o ,he Coldnia3. O.Tice. I
no enclose herein a opy o the Greek ide :eolreand h. iouli ) grate.l 1 you .ou iet .0 have
an urgEn reply.
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a. 4a roes)

TrOJarsodLi. h O'"a,
Colonial Orr ico. I I- I *
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17
2qt March, 1948.

'he Foreign .Office present their

coinpliinien ts to the Greek Eiabassy and have

the honour to refer to their note of the

Pth Deeeilter 1947 rear ing the approval

and pro:iulgation of the Orcinance -of the

Or thodox Pa triaretiate in Jerus a lem.

Information has been received through

the Colonial Office thrlt thi Ordinance

(To. 3 2 of 1941), which was put forwarG (6
a ba sis for agreement between the Orthodox

Patriarchate anc the Arab Orthodox

Comi:iunity but which cannot be promulg&ated,

in its original form or with ar:Ierciientb,

unless such agreement is reached, hab been

the sub ject of further negotiations during

the lasat year. Unfortunately the efforts

of the Diiutrict Comrii ioner, Jerusaleu

District, an of the Jolic:itor General to

arrive a t a se t tleuient of this long -stans.ing

disputee have proved of no avail. There

appear to be little prospec t of agreement,

owing to the uncouipr omising a t ti tuae actop ted
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by hoth parties to the dispute on the

essential probleiu of v he there or not the

Arab laity should have an authoritative

voice in the management of the properties

of the Patriarchate.

The Governilert of

however, using anci will

Palestine are,

continue to use

their best endeavour to arrive at a

solution acceptable to both sides of

ancient and difficult dispute, which

regard as essentially orne for local
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E1 1 669/191 6/31

The
to the G
refer to
regardin
Ord inanc
Jerusalei

Foreign Office
reek Erbassy and
their note of t

g the approval a
e of the Orthodo
m.

present their compliments
have the honour to

he 8th December, 1947,
,nd promulgatioh of the
x Patriarchate in

Information has be
Colonial Office that th
1941), which was put fo
agreement between the
and the Arab Orthodox C
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has been the subject of
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My Reference....75172/47-.

Your Reference

The Church House,
* r G . Smith S tr

' ~S. W. 1.

13t December,

May I refer to
(E. 11669/1916/31) a
in the ordinance
in Jerusalem?

The late
described:

your letter of the 10th December
bout the Greek Ambassador's

relating

st position
in the High

No.. of the 4th Januari,
enclosed in my letter to
You will
Ambassador

again
asked

to the

with

interest
Orthodox Patriarchate

regard to this ordinance
Commissioner's sa
1947, a copy of w
Baxter of the 3rd

vingram
hich was
March.

find previous correspondence from the
)r under Foreign Office reference E.730

I am afraid
t o the

the only thing
High Commissioner

for an urgent
as it is received.

reply

Greek
7/3807/31.

we can do is to refor
for Palestine.

and will let you

L7 ';"

I have
know as soon'

.""'/-

14Jt t
.. '. £

(Trafford Smith)

B. A. B. BURROWS ,
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